
Maegan Parrott 

44 Summer St. Apt 1 

New London, CT. 06320 

 

March 3, 2021 

 

Dear CT General Assembly: Education Committee  

 

My name is Maegan Parrott. I am a New London resident, a parent of 2 children in New London 

Public Schools, and the Director of a local Black and Brown parent-led grassroots group, Step Up 

New London, where our goal is to achieve an anti-racist, equitable, and just education system that 

nurtures a sense of belonging and ability to thrive. I am writing to you in support of S.B. 948, An Act 

Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity In Connecticut and am asking that you vote to 

approve this Bill. 

   

Recently, Step Up New London conducted a community-based study where we held in-depth 

interviews of 89 parents, youth, staff, and community partners around their experiences with our 

school system. 90% of the people we interviewed are New London residents, 81% are people of 

color, and 42% of the parents have children with 504 plans or IEP’s. In the interviews, two of the top 

four issues that are impacting us are in the areas of teaching and learning and access to resources.  

Personally, I am often disheartened when watching my children and community struggle in a school 

system that also struggles to obtain the resources it needs to fully support our children’s learning. 

Things like class sizes, decent pay for teachers and paraprofessionals, comprehensive professional 

development and training, schoolbooks and materials, after school programs like tutoring, and so 

much more are all limited due the way our schools are funded.   

 

Through the work of SUNL we have attended and advocated at our local Board of Education and 

City Council meetings and are even hearing our elected officials bump up against the impact of 

inequitable school funding. Our town is 6 square miles (without the water) and our tax base is small 

due to the amount of non-taxable properties we have. We have our hospital, two colleges, a lot of 

nonprofits, and even our schools are taking up a considerable amount of land. We need help in 

securing equitable funding. We know that indicators of success in life (including health) are deeply 

rooted in academic performance and we know that our Black and Brown children and children with 

special needs are not achieving the same rates of success as their counterparts locally and statewide. 

   

We need your support to change the way our community is experiencing our education system. We 

need your help in ensuring that Connecticut is able to achieve an anti-racist, equitable, and just 

education system that nurtures a sense of belonging and ability to thrive. Please approve S.B. 948.  

 

Thank you 

Maegan Parrott 

Director/Community Organizer 

Step Up New London 

(860) 574-1242 

stepupnewlondon@gmail.com 

stepupnewlondon.org 
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